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"This is the first-ever translation into English of this startling tour-de-force via one of many 20th
century's maximum writers." The Lemoine Affoir used to be encouraged via the real-life French
scandal concerning Henri Lemoine, who claimed he may perhaps manufacture diamonds from
coal and confident a variety of well-known humans - together with officials of the De Beers
diamond mine corporation and Proust himself - to take a position within the scheme. In a chain
of pastiches - imitations written within the form of different writers - Proust tells the tale of the
embarrassment rippling throughout excessive society Paris within the wake of the scandal,
poking enjoyable at himself (in one story, a personality broadcasts that Marcel Proust is so
embarrassed he is suicidal) whereas lampooning a few of France's maximum writers, together
with Flaubert, Balzac, and Saint-Simon.

hardly ever a novella, yet fortunately ultimately translated into English as a part of Melville
House's The paintings of the Novella series, The Lemoine Affair occupies a curious position in
Proust's work.Written over a interval of 4 years (1904-1908) earlier than Proust started to
conceive and draft what might turn into his huge A los angeles recherche du temps perdu, The
Lemoine Affair is a sequence of pastiches written within the forms of numerous authors starting
from Balzac to Flaubert, from Sainte-Beuve to Saint-Simon. Proust stated that the structure of
the pastiche allowed him to write down Werke, Frankfurter Ausgabe, Ln, Bd.2, Nachgeahmtes
und Vermischtes within the variety of authors in whose paintings he had lately immersed
himself, mostly with a purpose to get their effect out of his process in order that he may possibly
write in his personal style, unfettered by means of even subconscious impression of the grand
masters. (One wonders what Harold Bloom might make of this concept of "purging" the
anxiousness of influence, specially as those pastiches are proper to the Recherche as Proust
comes into his personal sort after writing them. there's even a scene within which Proust, in his
pastiche of Edmond de Goncourt, "forgetting the gratitude he owed Zola, despatched him flying
ten steps backwards with a couple of blows, and knocked him flat on his back.")What unites
those items Werke, Frankfurter Ausgabe, Ln, Bd.2, Nachgeahmtes und Vermischtes is the
impression that Henri Lemoine had on Parisian excessive society after his diamond fraud
brought on lots of Proust's milieu—and even Proust himself—to purchase into the fraud and lose a
substantial sum of money. As Proust writes in his preface:This criminal affair, which, even if
insignificant, enthralled public opinion on the time, was once chosen one night by way of me,
solely by means of chance, because the universal subject for a couple of brief items during
which i'd got down to imitate the fashion of a definite variety of writers.And imitate he does.
we've crowded drawing room scenes which may be immediately out of Balzac; we have now a
court docket ringside seat Werke, Frankfurter Ausgabe, Ln, Bd.2, Nachgeahmtes und
Vermischtes to the Lemoine case that makes a speciality of individualized and collective
reactions à l. a. Flaubert; an assault on Flaubert's piece via Sainte-Beuve (or, rather, Proust
writing as Sainte-Beuve and attacking himself); we have now a Micheletian account of the



 

sociopolitical context of the Lemoine scandal which issues the finger at excessive society and
sleek science; and, between many different pieces, we've got Proust channeling Saint-Simon
very generously, within the longest pastiche amassed here—a pastiche that matches Proust's
personal sort relatively well, and which reads kind of like a passage from The Guermantes Way.
Proust's personal kind does come via in lots of of the opposite pieces, too, reminiscent of within
the following passage:But some, contemplating the wealth that can have come to them, felt able
to faint; for they'd have positioned all of it on the ft of a girl through whom they'd been scorned
until eventually now, who might have ultimately given them the key of her kiss and the beauty of
her body.There also are a few pleasant metacommentaries the following through which Proust
inserts his personal rejection of society—e.g., in talking of ways the elite could have spent the
cash the diamonds Werke, Frankfurter Ausgabe, Ln, Bd.2, Nachgeahmtes und Vermischtes
may have afforded them, Proust means that they "would have their bedrooms padded with cork
that will deaden the sound in their neighbors", the position of gossip as a rumor of his personal
suicide over the Lemoine affair circulates in excessive society (a rumor that, within the fiction of
those pastiches, finally proves to be unfounded), and likewise a self-deprecating remark
approximately his position as translator and literary determine extra broadly:An Englishman who
lived at that time, John Ruskin, whom regrettably we learn now in simple terms within the
pitifully insipid translation that Marcel Proust has bequeathed to us...The Lemoine Affair exhibits
us Proust facing many of the significant issues of the Recherche—especially how hypocritical
and unsafe Parisian excessive society might be, poised because it used to be at the fringe of
extinction, in addition to how grasping and vulture-like this international usually was—and it
indicates Proust imitating his favourite authors with an seen form of glee and playfulness that
makes the pastiches a comical examine a collective tragedy. 
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