
 



 

Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me
Conquer Life's Challenges

Byron Pitts

It used to be August 25, 2006, my first on-camera studio open for the CBS news bulletin 60
Minutes. government manufacturer Jeff Fager poked his head within the dressing room." solid
luck, Brotha! you have come far to get here. you've got earned it." …If in simple terms he knew.
My brain flashed again to simple school, whilst a therapist had proficient my mother, "I'm sorry,
Mrs. Pitts, your son can't read." In Step Out on Nothing, Byron Pitts chronicles his dazzling tale
of overcoming a early life choked with stumbling blocks to accomplish huge, immense good
fortune in life. all through Byron's tricky youth—his mom and dad separated while he was once
twelve and his mom labored jobs to make ends meet—he suffered from a debilitating stutter. yet
Byron used to be retaining a good extra embarrassing secret: He used to be additionally
functionally illiterate. for a child from inner-city Baltimore, it was once a recipe for failure.Pitts
grew to become fight into power and overcame either one of his impediments. alongside the
way, a couple of key Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's
Challenges humans "stepped out on nothing" to make a distinction for him—from his mother,
who labored tirelessly to elevate her youngsters correct and brought abundant quantities of
tricky love, to his Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's
Challenges collage roommate, who helped Byron perform his vocabulary and speech. Pitts
even learns from those that did not think in him, just like the collage professor who categorized
him a failure and instructed him to drop out of college. via it all, he Step Out on Nothing: How
Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's Challenges persevered, following his steadfast
passion. After fifteen years in neighborhood television, he landed a task as a correspondent for
CBS information in 1998, and went directly to turn into an Emmy Award–winning journalist and a
contributing correspondent for 60 Minutes. now not undesirable for a child who could not
read.From a challenged formative years to a reporting occupation that has coated Sept. 11 and
Iraq, Pitts's victorious and uplifting tale will resonate with an individual who has felt like giving up
within the face of possible insurmountable hardships.

I learn this e-book after listening to Byron Pitts discuss his struggles because the baby of a
unmarried mother growing to be up in a bad component to Baltimore. it really is no spoiler to
assert that this revered journalist struggled to beat stuttering and needed to face the truth that
as a young person he used to be functionally illiterate.This is Mr. Pitts's tale approximately
beginning another time as a reviled "basement boy" in remedial periods and his resulting fight to
beat Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's Challenges critical
studying difficulties. At a time whilst little was once understood approximately how kids discover
ways to read, he was once given a "reading machine" whose microfiche slides he spent hours
memorizing. Combining choice with religion -- let alone the strength of nature that used to be his
mom -- Mr. Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's Challenges
Pitts accomplished his maximum dreams, graduating from collage and finally operating on the
top of broadcast journalism, CBS's 60 Minutes.Despite Mr. Pitts's sizeable likeability, it's really
his mom Clarice who Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's
Challenges steals the show. eternally energetic, tireless in her advocacy of her children, deeply



 

loving and completely confident of the facility of prayer, Mrs. Pitts pushes her son to accomplish
greater than he ever proposal possible. He writes humorously approximately her notorious
temper. beaten through the calls for of college, he considers shedding out. She writes him a
letter that starts: "Dear Mr. mind Dead, have you ever misplaced your **** mind?"This e-book is
Mr. Pitts's paean to his mother, in addition to to the entire adults who "stepped out on nothing"
yet their religion in him. He writes lovingly of highschool lecturers and coaches, university
professors and roommates, clergymen and pastors -- every body who had a hand in getting him
the place he's today. i have by no means learn the phrases of somebody so deeply thankful and
so religious in his faith. it's the infrequent writer who permits an writer to put in writing boldly
approximately his or her Christian faith. "God held me within the palm of His hand. His Son,
Jesus Christ, died so i'd live." Yes, Byron Pitts says this.Still, I felt the narrative suffered slightly
from the outpouring of gratitude. the tale flags because the accolades pile on; the outdated
observed journalist should still exhibit and never inform might have been positioned to higher
use here. And, i used to be questioned by way of the silence approximately his family. He
mentions his spouse and kids a couple of times, yet you study not anything approximately them,
now not even their names. I loved the tales of his paintings as a reporter, and naturally it's his
paintings that ties in such a lot heavily to his struggles with literacy. yet bypassing his kinfolk
turns out a wierd omission for an writer who's so desirous to credits the effect of these closest to
him. Nevertheless, every thing the writer does let us know is uplifting and life-affirming. it is all
strong ebook will be and facts that literacy should be the most important to nice things. 
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