
 



 

La mare au diable by George Sand

George Sand

Un jeune veuf, Germain, vit avec ses beaux mom and dad et ses trois enfants. Son La mare au
diable beau-père le pousse à se remarier pour le bien des enfants. Germain accepte de rendre
visite à La mare au diable une veuve d’une région voisine qui cherche un nouvel époux.Il
accepte d’accompagner Marie, une jeune fille qui a trouvé une position dans une ferme de los
angeles même région. Un des enfants de Germain, Petit-Pierre, a réussi à les suivre. Marie
s’occupe de lui comme une vraie mère.Alors qu'un orage éclate, ils se réfugient dans los
angeles forêt et campent au bord d’une mare. Marie et Germain discutent, se confient et se
rapprochent l’un de l’autre dans ce lieu d'enchantement.Arrivés à destination, Germain fait
face à une désillusion : los angeles veuve a plusieurs prétendants, et Germain se despatched
humilié par cette compétition. De son côté, le propriétaire de los angeles ferme tente d’abuser
de Marie, qui fuit dans les bois avec le fils de Germain.

This learn was once for the 2011 French lady Writers through the a while analyzing challenge,
nineteenth century novel.This novel is without doubt one of the French classics you're intended
to review in class so it's not that i am particularly yes the way it occurred that I needed to stay
up for Céline's interpreting problem sooner than I obtained round to studying it!La Mare au
Diable could be bought in pretty well any French bookstall out of your tiny neighborhood one to
the large Fnac and shouldn't expense you over Euros. really a pleasant switch from the
opposite books I needed to music down for this problem and it is also a pleasant evidence (if
any was once needed) that Amantine Aurore Lucile Dupin, aka George Sand, is a author that
has left its effect on French readers and literature.I imagine many foreigners have heard of
George Sand, a girl sooner than her times, if might be now not for her literary talent, not less
than for her unconventional way of life (namely cross-dressing and extramarital affairs). In fact, i
believe her existence is as attention-grabbing as her fiction yet that may particularly be the
subject of one other publish so let's come again on track.La Mare au Diable is a quick novel, a
part of a sequence that's known as George Sand's "champêtre" novels, set within the nation-
state of her local Berry zone which used to be pricey to the author. the unconventional is a
feedback of sure simplistic and stereotypical belief of nation-state parents and obviously goals
at giving a extra exact and flattering portrayal of farmers and other people raised and residing in
rural environments. Over the process one hundred thirty pages, George Sand depicts those
humans as experiencing quite a lot of complicated emotions, emphasizing the notions of justice
and morality. it truly is worthy stating that this after all ties in completely with George Sand's
socialist perspectives as she had very liberal political views.The novel opens at the depiction of
an engraving by way of Holbein and the author's reflections at the land, the stability among
nature and death. The narration then zooms in on a tender farmer, Germain, widower, father of
three, who works demanding on his father-in-law's land. Germain is a good-looking fellow in his
past due twenties who truly mourns his wife, Catherine, and has thus far expressed no wish to
remarry. However, his father-in-law, Father Maurine, who seems because the omnipresent, god-
like father determine within the novel, is usually able to strike an excellent deal. Father Maurice
has a girl in mind, and may Germain locate her to his liking, the ensuing union may possibly
carry a few greater than welcomed resources to the La mare au diable family. on the grounds



 

that Germain has no monetary wealth of his personal and that his 3 childrens are being raised
by way of their getting older grandmother and Catherine's sisters and sisters-in-law, he accepts
to head and meet this woman, who is additionally a widow and who lives numerous kilometers
away. Germain is an efficient natured man, fairly satisfied to give up to his father-in-law's
prepared experience of commercial and profit, supplied the girl pleases him. He additionally
sees how remarrying would get advantages his teenagers and free up his partner's mother and
sisters-in-law of the weight of elevating them. at the day sooner than his La mare au diable
departure, it really is made up our minds that Germain also will go back and forth with 16 12
months outdated La mare au diable Marie who is to begin operating in a farm with regards to
the place La mare au diable Germain is heading, as her mom and herself desperately desire the
money.As they set off, occasions take an unforeseen turn. Germain and Marie are not on time
through the looks of little Pierre, German's eldest son who's approximately seven years old.
Little Pierre disobeyed his grandfather and run off as he was once too disenchanted on the
inspiration of being left in the back of via his father. The group's development is bogged down
by means of the presence of this uninvited fellow and since Little Pierre quickly grows hungry
they cease in a tavern, including extra hold up to their journey. The tourists then stumble upon a
pond and judge to forestall for a rest, back on Little Pierre's account because the baby now
grows tired. because the boy falls asleep, Marie and Germain begin chatting and the reader can
basically presume that the characters have reached the pond that's known as the devil's pool.
Indeed, the landscape's replaced and bought a virtually supernatural point (veiled moon, fog,
etc.). Later, because the tourists try and trigger back and stroll for numerous hours ahead of
finishing up correct the place they might started, on the devil's pool. because it turns out most
sensible to attend for sunlight earlier than atmosphere off again, they choose to spend the
evening close to the pond. Germain spends a tough evening torn among his transforming into
emotions for Marie, which has became out to be very imaginative in this trip, taking good care of
Little Pierre, all of the whereas placing jointly an honest meal while all is assumed lost. Witty,
shrewdpermanent and down-to-earth Marie seems as a not anything wanting a great fairy.
However, Germain's emotions seem to be one-sided as he confesses his like to the younger
girl. the unconventional takes drastic turn, whereas in the course of its first half, Germain's quest
looked to be ruled via reason, the second one part sees his emotions taking over.As it's later
revealed, Marie is additionally present process an internal transformation even if she's
attempting very challenging to not supply in to her feelings. in this trip, Marie will develop from
younger woman to woman. this can be maybe natural hypothesis on my half as i haven't learn
approximately sufficient titles released round that interval to correctly declare this, however it
definitely seems like George Sand is a bit feminizing La mare au diable the conventional quest
through including Marie's point of view and private development to the narrative.By the time
Germain reaches his vacation spot (he's parted methods with Marie and left Little Pierre in her
deal with a couple of hours), his quest has basically replaced and La mare au diable we do not
count on him to discover something the place he is headed. And indeed, the widow Guérin is
gifted as a haughty and spoiled girl who already has a number of of suitors. Seeing this,
Germain lies approximately his presence there, claiming he is simply on the town to buy a
couple of bulls for his father-in-law. I admit that whereas I comprehend the explanations why the
widow needs to be depicted in a unfavorable mild with a view to make the reader remorse Mary,
I grew somewhat frustrated at what Germain's held opposed to her. The widow Guérin is
fortunate adequate to have a moment probability at life, after the demise of her husband and if
we imagine that her first marriage used to be now not certainly one of love, because it used to



 

be frequently the case, you can still definitely comprehend why she will be taking her time this
time around, exploring all of her options. yet most of these purposes don't appear to make it in
Germain's mirrored image as all his concepts are bent in the direction of Marie as he retains
opposing Marie's basic manners to the widow Guérin's faux sophistication.Meanwhile, Marie is
experiencing a few hassle of her own. nonetheless followed via Little Pierre, Marie quickly flees
her new employer, who in actual fact had different issues on his brain while he employed her
and who is portrayed because the satan himself. The little workforce is reunited back on the
pond, even if Marie's organization has them. If he's the devil, Marie seems to be because the
Virgin and Germain because the La mare au diable determine of Saint George. His war of
words among the 2 males appears like the reenactment of the legendary among Saint George
and the dragon. This marks the social elevation of Germain's personality and in addition
coincides with Marie's awareness of her emotions for Germain which she'll admit on the finish of
the novel. At any rate, Saint George is a sturdy determine in rural folklore, specifically for
George Sand as she's taken on his name.An previous girl additionally La mare au diable makes
an appearance, her description will necessarily remind the reader of that of a witch yet she's the
single to call the pond and clarify that none will locate their method clear of it at night.Once they
locate their approach domestic safely, regardless of social obstacles, Marie and Germain locate
their approach to one another. due to Little Pierre's intervention (who on a couple of party turns
out to face for divine La mare au diable intervention together with his angelic features) and due
to Germain's father-in-law's kindness and understanding, their marriage is well known by way of
the whole village.La Mare au Diable contains a unusual mixture of pagan ideology (witches,
fairies and supernatural setting) and Christian elements. in lots of ways, it is an idealized
depiction of farmers yet a truly liberal one however contemplating the very fact it used to be
written in 1846. it is social goal is clear, so is its non secular and mystical aim, with its robust
specialize in morality and pious values, and its romantic sensibility that means that anyone
could be at one with nature. 
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